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" HH Pope Tawadros Il blessed the United States with his first
visit which lasted 3 weeks in October this year.

X A group of young American students visited our church to
learn about the Coptic Church. May the Lord bless them.

X The Church extends sincere condolences to:

R

+* Nagwa Mekhael for the departure of her mother in Egypt

#* Fr. Shenuda Morkos and Tasoni Wafaa for the departure

of her father in Egypt

D3 May the Lord repose their souls in paradise and console their
families.
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I came to send fire...

Some may wonder why Jesus said: "I came to send fire on the earth, and how I wish it were already kindled!" (Luke 12:49).
The reader may think Jesus wished to set the earth on fire and destroy it. The answer is, we should not interpret a single verse
separated from the spirit of the entire book.

When we consider this verse individually, we end up with an interpretation contrary to what the Lord of Glory Jesus meant to
convey to us. We all know He came in peace and called for peace all His life. He was called "King of Peace"; so how can this
expression mean that He wishes destruction, division, wars and fire on earth, after witnessing His message of peace. Even the
Angels at His birth sang: "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men!" (Luke 2:14).

So, what does Jesus mean by "Fire"?

In the Holy Book, "Fire" is a symbol that represents many things:

1. Fire represents the work of the Holy Spirit in the heart of a human being:
a. StJohn the Baptist said about Christ: "..He will baptize you with the Holy spirit and fire." (Luke 3:16)
b. The Holy Spirit descended on the apostles in the form of tongues of fire; this was a sign that the Holy Spirit had
enlightened them with the sacred passion of service. The fire of passion is not a real destructive fire, but a symbol of
the sacred passion in them bestowed by Christ after His ascension into heaven.

2. Fireis a symbol for the Word of God:
"Is not my word like a "fire"? says the LORD. (Jeremiah 23: 29)
"But His word was in my heart like a burning fire" (Jeremiah 20:9)
Fire also represents love and purification as it happened to Isaiah in 6:6

Therefore, when Jesus stated the He came to send fire on earth, He meant to direct the Holy fire to the hearts of people for
purification and give them the sacred passion to build the Lord's kingdom on earth. This Holy fire was opposed by Satan's fire,
which set the earth on fire. As our departed Pope Shenouda Il once said: "A fire was set in the hearts of the believers and
another fire was set around them; the first was from God and the latter from His enemies..."

We have to interpret the scriptures as intended by the Holy Book as a whole, including its figurative expressions and
representations...
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